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1) The Power of Prayer Pastor Jeramy Collins 

 

Read: Matthew 6:5-15 

 

Philippians 4:19 says that God will supply ñAll of our needs according to his riches in 

glory in Christ Jesusò 

 

What are things that we NEED? 

What are things that we WANT? 

 

God will not always give us want we want, but if we believe in Him, He will always give 

us what we need. 

 

Read: Matthew 21:18-22 

 

Did Jesus really believe the disciples could move mountains just by praying? 

Of course He did.  When you have faith and believe in Christ as your Lord 

and Savior, all things are possible. (Philippians 4:13) 

 

Prayer Time 

Jesus, please help me to always have faith in you.  I believe that I can do anything 

with your help.   

Have each family member think of someone specifically to pray for and pray together 

for each person.   A neighbor, friend, co-worker, teacher, etcé 

Have each family member thing of a specific need and pray together for each need. 

 

 

 

 

2) Forgiveness Is For Everyone Pastor Jeramy Collins 

 

Read: Luke 15:11-31 

 

What did the younger brother do to earn forgiveness? 

Why was the older brother so angry? 

 

Jesus said to do unto others as you would have them do to you.  If we want people to for-

give us when we do wrong, then we need to forgive them when they do wrong. 

 

Read: Ephesians 4:29-32 

 

What is something hard to forgive? 

What can we do as a family to help each other to remember to always forgive? 

 

Prayer Time 

Jesus, please help me to forgive even when I donôt want to. 

Have each family member pray of someone that they need to forgive. 

Have each family member pray of something that they need to be forgiven for. 



3) God WILL Speak To You Pastor Jeramy Collins 
 

Read: 1
st
 Samuel 3 

 

How come Samuel thought the voice was Eli speaking and not God? 

Why did God speak to Samuel instead of Eli? 

Was Samuel better than other children his age? 

Did Samuel do something special that made God speak to him? 

 

The Bible doesnôt specifically say how old Samuel was when God spoke to him, but we do 

know that he was still young because verse 7 said ñSamuel did not yet know the LORD, 

nor had the word of the LORD yet been revealed to himò. 

 

You donôt have to be special or have the entire Bible memorized to hear from God.  If you 

live your life for Him and do what you know He wants you to do, He will speak to you. 

 

Prayer Time 

Parents, lay your hands on your children and pray Godôs blessing over their life.  Pray 

that God will always be with them and show them where He wants them to go.  

(God, thank you so much for the wonderful children you have blessed me with.  

Help them to grow up to be everything you want them to be.) 

Children, lay your hands on your parents and pray Godôs blessing over their life.  Pray 

that God will give them the strength to do whatôs right, even when itôs hard.  

(God, thank you so much for the wonderful parents you have blessed me with.  

Please always show my mom/dad how much You love them and help them to al-

ways remember You will take care of their needs.) 

 

 

 

4) Talk the Talk vs. Walk the Walk Pastor Jeramy Collins 

 

Read: James 1:19-25 

 

Is it more important to say good things or do good things? 

Talk about why saying good things is better. 

 

Read: Ephesians 4:25&29 

 

Talk about why doing good things is better. 

 

Read: James 2:14-17 

 

So is it more important to talk or walk?  They are equal.  You canôt have one without the 

other.  We need to speak life to others and also live a life that is pleasing to God. 

What are some things we can do as a family to speak life to others? 

What are some things we can do as a family to show life to others? 

 

Prayer Time 

Have each family think of someone to pray for and pray that God will help them to 

speak and show love to that person 
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5) Never Give Up Pastor Jeramy Collins 
 

Read: Joshua 1:1-9 

 

Joshua looked up to Moses as his teacher and friend.  Everything he learned, he learned 

from Moses.  So when Moses died, Joshua had no one to turn to that could lead him. 

Who is someone you look up to that helps you when you need it? 

What would you do if they couldnôt help you anymore? 

Jesus said that ñI will never leave you nor forsake youò.  That means Heôll never give up 

on you and you canôt give up on yourself. 

 

Prayer Time 

Thank God for people in your life that helps you. 

Thank God that he is there to help when everyone else is gone. 

 

 

 

 

6) My Hero! Michelle Perry 
 

Read : Romans 8: 1-4  

 

 
1
Therefore, there is now no __________for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

2
because 

through Christ Jesus the law of the ________of life set me free from the law of 

_____and _______. 
3
For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by 

the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a 

_____ ___________. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 
4
in order that the right-

eous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the 

_______  _________ but according to the ________. 

 

There was no hope in sight, nowhere to go and nowhere to turn.  Wandering aimless and 

confused, prepared to meet our doom.  No man could defeat the darkness that surrounded 

them.  Then suddenly He came and sacrificed himself to save the world.  Sounds like a 

great comic strip or action movie right?  This is just another way of looking at the state of 

the world without a savior.  

 

Before Jesus, there was no way for us to ever free ourselves from sin.  In the same way 

that Superman was weakened by Kryptonite, we are weakened by our sin.  It renders us 

powerless to change our destiny without a hero.  God sent His Son to die for our sins to set 

us free.  It was His sacrifice that enables us to live under the spirit of the law, not the letter 

of the law which by all rights would condemn us to death.  By accepting His perfect gift, 

and we now have hope for an eternal life. 

 

Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your perfect gift.  Thank you for the love you have for us.  

Your love is what set us free from the bondage of sin.  In you we are made whole and com-

plete again.  You have redeemed us and saved us from a life separated from you.  Thank 

you for this holy and perfect gift.  In Jesus Name, Amen. 



7) Accountability- Whoôs Got Your Back? Michelle Perry 

 
Who do you turn to in time of trouble?  Well the obvious answer to most Christians spend-

ing time in the Word is ñGodò.  Great answer!  He will help you through the toughest of 

trials.  But what happens when the enemyôs voice gets too loud, or when you are distracted 

by sin?  You donôt think of God in that moment.  Thatôs where accountability comes to 

play.  Being part of a Christian family has itôs perks.  We are there to uplift each other in 

joy and sorrow.  Even in sin.  What that means is it is our responsibility to build relation-

ships with our brothers and sisters that allow us to be able to call out the giftings of God in 

their life and redirect them when they begin to stray.  Galatians 6:1-2 says ñBrothers, if 

someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch 

yourself, or you also may be tempted.  Carry each otherôs burdens, and in this way you 

will fulfill the law of Christ.    God never intended his body of believers to walk it alone.  1 

Corinthians chapter 12 states that we are all part of the same body- the body of Christ- and 

each member needs each other.  You should have at least one person to confide in, pray 

with, listen to and encourage.  

 

Look up these additional scriptures. 

 

James 5:16- What does this scripture say about prayer? 

Proverbs 11:14- What causes a nation to fail? 

Hebrews 10:24- What other areas of our walk can be affected by the presence of an ac-

countability partner? 

1 Thessalonians 5:11-  ___________ each other and _____________ each other up. 

 

Are you accountable to someone? Do you have friend that you can turn to that will point 

you to the Word?  That will push you to achieve all that God has for you? Do you want an 

accountability partner? 

 

Prayer: 

Heavenly father.  Thank you for your Word.  I pray for the blessing of accountability to get 

me through tough times and to help me stay close to you.  I pray that you help me to find 

the right accountability partner. Someone I trust not only with my life but with my spirit.  

Give my accountability partner biblical guidance.  Direct his/her words straight for your 

Word.  Thank you for them. In Jesus Name  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

8) Forgiveness Steve Perry 
 

Read Matthew 18:21-35 

 
21

Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me 

and I _________ him? Up to seven times?"  
22

Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up 

to seven times, but up to _______ times seven.  
23

"For this reason the kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 
24

"When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten ________ talents
(a)

 was 

brought to him.  
25

"But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded  



him to be ____, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to 

be made.  
26

"So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, 

'Have patience with me and I _________ you everything.'  
27

"And the lord of that slave 

felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.  
28

"But that slave went out 

and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a ________ denarii
(b)

; and he seized 

him and began to choke him, saying, ó__________ what you owe.'  
29

"So his fellow slave 

fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, 'Have _________ with me and I 

will ______ you.'  
30

"But he was ________ and went and threw him in prison until he 

should pay back what was owed.  
31

"So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 

they were deeply ________ and came and reported to their lord all that had hap-

pened.  
32

"Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You ________ slave, I forgave 

you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  
33

'Should you not also have had _______ 

on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had ______ on you?'  
34

"And his lord, 

moved with _______, handed him over to the ________ until he should repay all that 

was owed him.  
35

"My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does 

not forgive his brother from your _______."  

 

a) If the talents were silver talents, then this equals over $10 Million.  If they were gold 

talents, then it could be as much as $15 Billion ï based on todayôs American market 

prices. 

b) Several differing amounts are quoted ranging from $10 to $5900.  This is a difference 

between the debts of approximately 2,500,000 times. 

 

What does the world have to say about forgiveness?  Lately, many medical and psychiatric 

authorities have come out explaining the health benefits of forgiveness.  Other people 

claim it is just a fad.  Bob Brody wrote in a recent Readerôs Digest article that, ñIôve dis-

covered that nothing feels quite as satisfying as a grudge well nursedò.  He further states 

that, ñForgiving so democratically cheapens the very actò.   

 

Now compare that to what Jesus has to say in Matthew 18:21-35.  How many times does 

he say to forgive?  Seventy times seven is His response.  According to Mr. Brodyôs logic, 

it would seem that Jesus was the first to be an advocate for cheapening forgiveness.  How-

ever, if we examine Jesusô reply, we find that E.W. Bullinger had this to say in his book 

Number in Scripture: Its Supernatural Design and Spiritual Significance, ñIn the Bible, 

the number "7" symbolizes completeness or a finished work, while the number "70" signi-

fies 'perfect spiritual order carried out with all spiritual power and significance'ò.  It does-

nôt mean 490 times a day, instead it means as often as an offense is given, and to forgive 

completely and to the point of perfect spiritual order within oneself.  Finding perfect spiri-

tual order within oneself certainly does not sound like a cheap and meaningless act!  

Rather, unlike Mr. Brody, I would argue that it is much more satisfying than any grudge, 

and will significantly improve every aspect of oneôs life.  Allow me to suggest that we 

should spend less time listening to the opinions of the world around us, and more time 

studying Godôs word. 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, we thank you for providing us a glimpse of Your wisdom and perfection.  Help 

us to find Your perfect spiritual order through forgiving others.  And as You taught us to 

pray in the Lordôs Prayer, forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

When offenses come, please awaken this lesson within us and grant us Your strength to 

apply it.  We give you all the honor, all the glory, and all the praise.  Amen 



9) Patience Stephen Hoffman 
 

2 Peter 1:5-7 

And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 

And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 

And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 

 

Patience is one of those attributes that you cannot learn by reading about it. Itôs a quality 

that can only be acquired by persistent, enduring, practiceï and if you are anything like 

me, itôs a process that you start over, and over, and over again! God is so much the teacher. 

He will not give you the answer, but he will give you plenty of opportunity to find the an-

swer. He won't give you patience, but he will supply ample opportunity to practice it. I 

stopped asking for patience. God gave me a preteen daughter. I'm good for a decade or so. 

 

What is the biggest test of patience in your life right now? _________________________ 

 

Read Ephesians 4:1-3 What are some of the fruits of patience? _____________________ 

 

Websterôs definition of patience is: ñthe suffering of afflictions, pain, toil, calamity, provo-

cation or other evil, with a calm, unruffled temper; endurance without murmuring or fret-

fulness, from a kind of heroic pride, or from a Christian submission to the divine will.ò 

 

Two things stick out to me: 

ña Christian submission to the divine will.ò 

 

How many times are we placed in a difficult position, or forced to deal with an impossible 

situation? Or perhaps, an impossible person? These circumstances are always opportunities 

to grow in patience ï or to learn to submit to Godôs providential will, and often, to minister 

in some special or unique way. Jesus never told the disciples they were too slow. He never 

called Peter a moron. I checked. Actually, it was constantly the opposite. Jesus was always 

having to make the disciples wait. Many times they talked to him like he was clueless. 

Remember the storm on the sea with Jesus asleep? Lazarus? The garden of Gethsemane? 

 

Why do you think there are SO many examples in the bible?________________________ 

ñendurance without murmuringò. 

 

I used to get so frustrated sitting in trafficéWhy can't these idiots just GO! And even 

worse, when you get to where the traffic jam clears and NOTHING IS THERE!!! WHAT 

COULD POSSIBLY HAVE WARRANTED 10mph ON THE HIGHWAY?!?!? Anyway, 

like I was saying, I USED to get so frustrated sitting in traffic. That is until I realized 

something. I can raise my blood pressure, yell, honk the horn, wave at everyone like I'm 

missing four fingers (I'll wait here if you need time to get that one), and cut everyone off to 

get three cars ahead, or I can use the time to enhance my day. I decided one day to rethink 

my situation. I prayed. It didn't make the traffic miraculously part. I did not get there any 

faster. I was not late - nor would I have arrived earlier if I had been a lunatic. The differ-

ence was the way I felt when I exited the car. I was not on edge and ready to fight, I was 

calm, at peace, and joyful. I actually missed the traffic. I wanted more time with no dis-

traction. I think I might have even prayed for more traffic on the trip back. 

 

Patience being tested? Great! Remember, 1 Cor. 13:4 says love is (first of all) patient. 
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10) Anger Stephen Hoffman 
 

Exodus 32:19 

And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and 

the dancing: and Mosesô anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and 

brake them beneath the mount.  

 

Sometimes, if the thing being destroyed or dealt with is evil, anger can produce positive 

results, after all: ñThe fear of the LORD is to hate evil. . .ò (Proverbs 8:13). For Moses, 

when he saw the peopleôs idolatry and unfaithfulness toward God, His anger was quite 

well justified. And we find that God was very much in agreement with Mosesô anger, as 

He said Himself, ñNow therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, 

and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nationò (Exodus 32:10). 

But most times, anger produces destructive outcomes that are not helpful or godly in the 

least. God is a creator, not a destroyer. And Godôs nature is that He is slow to anger, and 

long-suffering, and seeking to restore and heal. It is Satan who purposes to destroy and to 

be angry. 

 

Proverbs 29:22 

An angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth in transgression. 

 

Describe a time when you let your anger dictate your action. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Have you ever broken something in anger? Moses wins the all time gold medal here. He 

had just received the Ten Commandmentsðperhaps the most important document in the 

history of mankind, ñwritten with the finger of Godò (Ex 31:18), and literally set in 

stoneðand it doesnôt hardly last five minutes once Moses gets down and sees what the 

people are doing. 

And if you think youôve incurred some ill consequence because of a destructive sin, what 

about the people of Israel? After being taken out of Egypt and having seen all of Godôs 

miracles and wonders, they rebelled and made a golden calf to worship. They were in deep 

trouble. 

But, look at Godôs desire to give the people a second chance: 

 

Read Exodus 34:1-10 What did God reveal about His character?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

In the account in the book of Exodus, Moses interceded on the peopleôs behalf, and they 

were spared and given another chance. And hundreds of years later in Jewish history, 

when everything had gone wrong, and the people were led away captive, and their temple 

was destroyed, God granted them a return after 70 years: 

 

Read Jeremiah 29:1-14 God is always there: ready and willing to heal and restore us. 

What is our responsibility in all this__________________________________________ 

 

When we turn from our own sin, God turns to us. When we reject our own stubbornness, 

God accepts us again. Ultimately, He can restore the lost years, and bind up the broken 

hearts. 



11) Fake It 'till You Make It  Stephen Hoffman 
 
Philippians 1:6 

I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is 

finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns 

 

When Jesus taught his disciples to pray, he said, ñGive us today our daily bread.ò He didnôt ask 

for one week, one month, or the rest of his life. Why? God wants us to lean on him day by day. 

The relationship is important. We live in a world of instant everything, and we want instant 

spiritual maturity too. One day we are a total mess, and we want to be Billy Graham the next. It 

doesnôt happen that way. 

 

Read Philippians 4:13 

Describe a time you tried to change without God's help?________________________________ 

Describe a time you asked God to help._____________________________________________ 

Whether or not you failed or succeeded, What were some differences in the processes? How 

many times did you feel you had to "start over" each time? _____________________ ________ 

Can you remember your New Yearôs resolutions? Have you followed through? Probably not. 

 

You already know that willpower isnôt enough. If your own willpower worked, you would have 

already changed. The truth is, your self-will canôt help you change because you donôt have the 

power to do it... I know, this was a 'DUH!' moment for me too... 

 

Godôs Word gives us some profound insight: ñCanéa leopard take away his spots? Nor can 

you who are so used to doing evil now start being goodò (Jeremiah 13:23). Youôll never change 

by your own willpower. He can - and wants to - help you change if you submit to him and pray, 

ñLord, I know I canôt change on my own power, but Iôm trusting you to change me.ò 

 

Read Philippians 4:8. 

Why would God tell us to focus on good things?______________________________________ 

 

Every time you think a thoughtðpositive or negativeðit sends an electrical impulse across 

your brain, and that impulse creates a path. Every time you think the same thought, the path gets 

deeper and reinforces that brain pattern. Some of us have negative ruts in our minds because 

weôve thought the same negative things over and over. But we can also create positive pathways 

in our mind. Every time we think about a scriptural truth, we reinforce that positive brain pat-

tern. The only way to replace the negative ruts is to think Godôs Word over and over. As you 

focus on what God wants you to be, you will move in the right direction. Whatever has your 

attention has you. Stay focused on the good and not the bad. 

 

Read Galatians 5:16 

Why are we not to trust how we feel in these moments?________________________________ 

 

If you wait until you feel like changing, youôll never change. The enemy will make sure you 

never feel like it. But if youôll go ahead and do the right thing, your feelings will eventually 

catch up with you. Itôs always easier to act your way into a feeling than to feel your way into an 

action. If you donôt feel loving toward your spouse, begin to act loving, and the feelings will 

come. If you wait until you feel like it, you may have a long wait. 

 

Do the right thing even though you donôt feel like it. Do it because itôs the right thing to do. 

Eventually, your feelings will catch up. At first, it will feel awkward. But as we do whatôs right, 

his power works in us to bring our heart and feelings in line. It will happen. One day you will 

realize you are no longer faking it. 



12) 24 Ways To Help You Cope: Stephen Hoffman 
 

We all get frazzled. We all get overwhelmed and snappy. And we all need to re-center be-

fore we share that feeling with the rest of the world.  

 

Here are 24 ways to help you rethink your circumstance and help you to re-focus.  

 

1. What are you thankful for? List all  you can in one minute. Don't think; just write. 

2. Walk. slowly. Pay attention your own footsteps. 

3. Remember the best day of your life. 

4. Recite an uplifting bible verse - or three. 

5. Visit www.rethink24.com. Watch the devotion. 

6. Stop and REALLY listen to your life in all its noisy glory. God gave you those ears... 

and the people making all the noise. Can you really imagine life without either? 

7. Close your eyes and imagine that you are somewhere else. Somewhere with sand. 

Somewhere with snow. Somewhere with silence. 

8. Drink a glass of cold water. 

9. Pat your head and rub your stomach while standing on one foot. If anyone asks, tell 

them it is national "Pat your head and rub your stomach while standing on one foot" 

day, and ask them to join you. 

10. Make a funny face at a random person. walk away without a word. 

11. Laugh. Think of a joke, or an embarrassing moment, or that time Pastor Jeramy did 

the weather....  

12. Smile for an entire minute - thinking of how you are going to respond. then smile as 

you do it. (This automatically falls into the category of "fake it till you make it.")  

13. Really look at your family. "What color are your spouse's eyes?" Take an entire min-

ute to look-really look-at your spouse or one of your kids. Be fully present with them, 

for just one minute.... Right now I would like to take a break........... and, we're back. 

My wife's eyes are brown. 

14. Read to your kids. 

15. Read a devotional or flip through Psalms... but pick wisely, David's a little depressed 

in a few of them. 

16. Be silent - fully silent. Feel your heartbeat. feel the breath enter and exit your body.  

17. Turn on some classical music. REALLY listen.  

18. Write a love letter to someone - tell them how much they mean to you.  

19. Whistle Amazing Grace. 

20. Try to look mad while you whistle Amazing Grace. 

21. Watch yourself in the mirror trying to look mad while you whistle Amazing Grace. 

STOP LAUGHING! This is serious. 

22. Sing. 

23. Pray. 

24. Ask yourself: How can I find more patience, calm and strength right now? Now ask 

God. Did you get the same answer? 
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13) Deliverance From Persecution Steve Perry 

 

Read Psalm 13:1-6 and Psalm 9:1-5 

 

Psalm 13:1-6 

 
1
 How long, O LORD ? Will you ______ me forever?  How long will you _____ your 

face from me?  
2
 How long must I ______ with my thoughts and every day have 

_______ in my heart?  How long will my enemy _______ over me?  
3
 Look on me and 

answer, O LORD my God.  Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in _______; 
4
 my en-

emy will say, "I have ___________ him," and my foes will rejoice when I fall.  
5
 But I 

trust in your __________ love; my heart rejoices in your salvation.  
6
 I will sing to the 

LORD, for he has been _______ to me. 

 

Psalm 9:1-5 
1
 
[a]

I will praise you, O LORD, with all my _______; I will tell of all your wonders.  
2
 I 

will be glad and ________ in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.  
3
 My 

enemies turn back; they _________ and ________ before you.  
4
 For you have upheld 

my right and my cause; you have sat on your throne, judging righteously.  
5
 You have 

__________ the nations and ___________ the wicked; you have blotted out their name 

forever and ever.  

 

Have you ever felt that your situation was hopeless?  That everybody and everything were 

conspiring against you?  Or maybe people have said untrue things about you.  When you 

are facing rough times or persecution, what do you do?  Do you climb in bed, curl up in 

the fetal position and wait for the feelings to go away?  Do you lash out at those around 

you?  Do you drown your sorrows in alcohol, drugs, or the opposite sex?  Or do you turn 

to God and seek His perfect peace?   

 

Donôt feel like you are alone.  Everyone faces trials and tribulations.  From our reading 

you can see that even David, who would one day be King, and who it was said was a man 

after Godôs heart, had his share of trials, tribulations, and doubts about Godôs faithfulness.  

Yet, even when he starts with questions about God abandoning him or allowing bad things 

to occur, he always returns to trusting and praising God.  Because of Davidôs faith, God 

delivered him from those who would kill him, He made him King, and established the 

lineage of Jesus.  God is still in the business of delivering those who believe in Him from 

persecution.  Will you be delivered? 

 

Prayer: 

Father God, thank you for your love and deliverance.  Help us to always seek You, no mat-

ter the circumstances we find ourselves in.  Though we face persecution, we draw close to 

You, declaring that in You we find our source and strength.  You are our Hope, our Deliv-

erer, our Savior.  In You we find peace.  You are the lifter of our head and heart, an ever 

present help in time of need.  We give You all the praise, all the honor, and all the glory.  

Amen 



14) Blessed Are The Flexible Jack W. Hayford 
 

Last year, I received a gift, which required doing two things which both irritated me and 

stoked the fires of my impatience.  First of all, I was required to read instructions and care-

fully assemble this gift. That was bad enough. But to make matters worse, the instructions 

were vagueðand weighted with technical jargon. 

 

Second, finding a place to put the gift required moving stuff around in my office. I actually 

had to remove an item which had ornamented my wall for a long time. It had to be put out 

of the way to make room for this new object.  As the process began to consume more time 

than I could afford, I found myself clenched-jawed and angry. But even as my ire rose, a 

still small voice inside me also rose to speak: 

 

Youôre getting old, Jack. Old and inflexible. You donôt want to learn anything new, and 

you donôt want to change anything settled!  Ouch! I winced, and stopped to talk to Je-

sus.  He was pinpointing a fact of my personal, mundane experience, whichðHe said to 

meðheld the portent of an attitude which could begin to warp my spiritual life.  I re-

pented. It was good for me. 

 

Gently, the Lord reminded me of His words in Revelation 21:5: ñBehold, I make all things 

new.ò As I pondered that passage, it struck me that the Lord Jesus was not only making a 

prophetic promise, He was also asserting an ongoing policy. To keep moving with a living 

Bodyðand His Church is supposed to be thatðyou and I are vulnerable to the spiritual 

experience of a biological fact. I am told by physicians that the human body renews itself 

every seven years. All of the bodyôs cells will renew themselves in seven-year cyclesðor 

less. 

 

Through my years of walking with Jesus, Iôve discovered He keeps me in a permanent 

state of transition. And Iôve learned a little about the potential for joy when you allow the 

Holy Spirit to keep ñflexò in your soul.  I donôt want to become stodgy. Unshapeable. In-

flexible. The ongoing working of the Spirit in my lifeðand yoursðwill keep us ñhanging 

loose.ò 

 

Someone reminded me of those things just the other day. ñBlessed are the flexible,ò my 

friend said, ñfor verily, they shall not be broken.ò  I like that.  I might even have someone 

prepare it in calligraphy and frame it for my wall.  Even if it means moving something 

else. 



15) Doing Good is Not Doing Right Michelle Perry 

 
Read 1

st
 Samuel 15: 22-23 

 
22

 But Samuel replied:  

       "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices  

       as much as in ________ the voice of the LORD ?  

       To obey is better than _________,  

       and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  

 
23

 For _________ is like the sin of divination,  

       and __________ like the evil of idolatry.  

       Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,  

       he has rejected you as king."  

 

Have you ever asked a child to do something with full expectation that they would 

accomplish what you asked of them, only to find out they took a different road?   

Weôll take the story of a kid weôll call John.  Johnôs parents asked him to take out the 

trash.  After returning home from work that day they found the garage clean, the car 

washed and Johnôs room clean.  What they did not find, was the trash taken out like 

they asked of him.  When they questioned him, he went on and on about all the good 

things he had done that day.  Of course the parentôs knew all along that the dog would 

get into the trash and cause a mess, and it did. 

 

How many of us have done that to God.  God asks a simple task of us, and we go out 

of our way to do everything except what He asks of us .  ñ I donôt want to do that!òor 

ñ thatôs too simple.ò  We decide to ñmake it up to Godò by doing for God things he 

never asked of us.  Maybe God wants you to speak to the person standing in the row 

ahead of you.  You are too uncomfortable to do that, so you go sign up for three vol-

unteer groups to make up for it.  Meanwhile, the person you were supposed to speak 

to is in turmoil.  A simple act of obedience can lead to great reward. 

 

Prayer: 

Heavenly father, help me to heed your voice. To listen to your guidance and to be obe-

dient to your direction.  Help me to remember that you know what is best in my life, 

you know the plans you have for me. I pray that in all matters I will seek your direc-

tion first and stay clear of destroying Your perfect plan for my life.  Help me to walk 

with you daily and to always be attentive to leading of the Holy Spirit.  Thank you for 

your perfect order.  In Jesus Name.  Amen 



ðððNotesððð 
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16) Godôs Gifted Purpose In You Dr. Bruce Page 

 

Read Romans 12:1-5 

 

The Apostle Paul begins by making a general overview of saying, Now, present yourself to God 

so that you can discover what is His full purpose in your life.  ñReasonable serviceò (v. 1) has 

to do with what is spiritual and intelligent. It means, This is what you should be doing because it 

makes good sense, and because itôs what God wants you to do. ñThat you may proveò (v. 2) 

means to progressively discover.  ñGood, acceptable and perfectò (v. 2) are three adjectives 

that describe the will of God. They are not three options. There are only two approaches to the 

will of God: either youôre in it or you arenôt, but He doesnôt mandate of you something you are 

unwilling to submit to Him. 

 

The logic for our submission to Him is that: 

· He created us, knows whatôs best for us, desires whatôs best for us, and will enable 

whatôs best for us; furthermore . 

· He who created us, has through the sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ redeemed us. He 

is not only Lover of our soul, but deserves to be the Commander of our destiny.  

 

In submitting to Him there comes the unfolding of what is best and most fulfilling for you, be-

cause it is what you were made to be. He didnôt make you to be a dead-minded robot or reli-

gious automaton; He made you to be a person with coherent capacity for thought and a variety 

of remarkable gifts. He wants you to know the unfolding of His gifted purpose in you. 

 

ñThrough the grace given to meò (v. 3) The Apostle Paul is saying that all of us have been 

given graces. Now let me tell you about mine. My grace is that I am a teacher and apostle in the 

Church.  His ñgraceò is his office or responsibility. Paul is saying that from the standpoint of 

what he has been made to be, he wants to talk with you about what youôve been made to be. 

ñTo everyone who is among youò (v. 3) No one is exempted. 

 

THINKING TOO HIGHLY (OR TOO LOWLY) OF YOURSELF  

 

In verses 3 to 5, it is saying that if you get in your mind that youôre something other than you 

are, you have begun to think ñmore highly of yourselfò than you ought to think. 

There are people who think too lowly of themselves. In a very real sense, that is also ñthinking 

too highly of yourself.ò This thinking goes something like this: ñIôm unworthy; God could 

never do anything with me; Iôm too messed up; other people have more gifts than I do.ò You 

may believe you are not thinking too highly of yourself but you have arrogated to yourself a 

description of yourself that is unworthy of the Creator. In that sense, you have made yourself in 

the same way as the demon beings who boast themselves against God by saying something 

different from what He says He made you to be. 

 

Further, you are saying that because you are what you are, you could never become what you 

might have been intended to be, no matter how much God wants you to. And thatôs boasting 

yourself more highly than you ought to because you are essentially saying that even God could-

nôt fulfill His purpose in you if you would let Him. 

 

In a very real sense, both of those things are a vanity or a vain show of human supposition that 

though it may claim to be lowly, helpless or even humbleðwhich it isnôt at allðit is thinking 

ñmore highly.ò Itôs like saying, ñIôm a bigger problem that God can solve." We fail to realize 

that is a fashion in which human pride manifests itself. Some people have described it as the 

ñpride of the worm." It really gets in the Lordôs way. 



BECOMING WHO YOU WERE MADE TO BE  

 

Then there is the other side of the coinðhuman arrogance and conceit. While all of us may 

be tempted to pride, among people who have been redeemed and come to Christ, not many 

are strutting around to impress God with who they are. 

 

What is more likely to happen is that we will try to be something we are not. Usually that 

isnôt because weôre shaking our fist in Godôs face, saying, ñI want to become something I 

wasnôt made to be." Itôs usually because of wanting to become like other people who we 

respect and admire. Rather than coming to the Father and letting Him unfold to our under-

standing what we were made to be in the distinct, unique creation that is YOU and that is 

ME, we try to be like other people whom we esteem. We may receive the beautiful bene-

fits of their influence and gifts but the Lord doesnôt intend for us to be like them. 

 

Then there are people with whom we begin to feel a sense of comparison and competi-

tionðpeople who are our peers, our same age bracket, and may be involved in the same 

basic pursuits that weôre involved in. Jealousy sets in and you can become very discour-

aged and beaten. If you happen to excel beyond someone with comparative gifts, then 

pride and judgmentalism can take over Measuring ourselves by other people is another 

way in which we think ñmore highly" of ourselves than we ought. 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, Help me to see myself the way you see me.  Help me not think too highly or too 

lowly of myself.  Enable me to not compare myself or compete with others but rather let me 

be who you created me to be.  Free me from pride or self esteem issues that get in the way 

of your purposes in me.  Help me to stay focused on the fact that you have a plan for me 

and you are able to accomplish that plan no matter what has gone on before.  Youémake 

all things new.  Thank you for that promise.  In Jesus nameéAmen. 

 

 

 

 

17) Joseph ï What a Father Does Dr. Bruce Page 
 

Read Matthew 1:18-25 & 2:13-21 

 

When God revealed Himself to us, He did so through a family.  But when we think of Je-

susô family, Joseph tends to be the forgotten man of the Christmas story.  We know much 

about Mary and of course the Christ Child, but the Bible makes few references into the life 

of Joseph.  Therefore, he remains somewhat of a mystery, much as many of our own fa-

thers do.  But, we do know that Joseph was a gentle father and a courageous man.  He 

saved his family from Herod by taking them on the dangerous journey to Egypt.  He taught 

his son his own trade, as fathers do even today.  Joseph died before Jesus grew up to be-

come a man and begin his ministry, yet Joseph still believed.  He believed that his son 

would bind up the broken hearted and free the captives. 

 

Joseph means ï remover or increaser. 

 

These are certainly two important roles of a Father.  




