


INTRODUCTION

Most people have this misconception that once they’re
already married, there is no need to rack their brains for

D romantic and interesting date ideas anymore. This should
not be the case. A relationship is an ever-unfolding process

that requires nurturing. Thus, dates should still be an »

important part of the couple’s menu.

There are a number of stresses and 3
distractions posed by one’s
career, family life, social and |-
what-not, couples need to find
time to get a break from the
everyday humdrum and enjoy
the comfort of being with each
other after a week of stress. A
[ designated date night will be like a

form of respite for couples. It refocuses their attentions to
the relationship and strengthens the emotional bonds
between them.
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For all these dates, both men and women, we recommend
that you leave the kids with grandma or a babysitter. If you
have to parent during the date...you will not really be able to
focus on just each other. All couples need a few hours alone
to keep the relationship healthy...one day the kids will be
gone and it will just be the two of you. Date night helps you
meet that moment connected and still in love. Remember...
marriage doesn’t mean the romance has to end. In fact, it

should just be the beginning.
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To help you begin or just to get [ '°vebs 10:12 i
the creative juices flowing we [Hatred stirs yp
offer some examples of mterestl.ng dissension, but jove
date ideas for couples who wish
to further or re-ignite the
romantic flame of love.
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Proverbs 17:17

A friend loves at
all times, and a brother

is born for adversity, $

FORTHE GUYS....
REMEMBER:

GIRLS JUST WANNA
HAVE FUN!

(NIV)

1.  FIRST THINGS FIRST:

Take your significant other back to the place where you two|
first met, or first kissed, or first dined, etc. To make the event
more memorable and interesting, tag along a video camera
and make a mini movie with you recreating this “first’.

2. DINNER BY CANDLELIGHT:

Play dress up for dinner. Don your
classiest and most sophisticated
dinner clothes and have a candlelit
dinner at home. You can go all
out and cook a fantastic dinner
menu yourself or if on a budget
simply order take out. This will
even give it a little fun
twist. Have some soft music
whirring in the background. Dim the lights
and invite your love to a slow dance.

3. SCAVENGER HUNT:

Set up a scavenger hunt for your significant other. The cluesf :" a
could be hidden in roses you leave at certain places or with
people that have touched you both as a couple. You can take
the short route by placing the clues all over the house, but
you can also take the thrill up a notch by setting the hunt in
ifferent locations in your town. The final prize is of




4. IT'S A GOAL:

Go to the coffee house or out to dinner or sit by the fire...you
choose the atmosphere. Sit down with a note pad and each
of you list some goals you have big and small. Some of
these could be grandiose but also some will be cleaning out
the garage. Then you’ll each choose one goal and it

will become the other person’s?..
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mission to help you get that goal
>~) —fena off your list. By working together | -
Love pl’OSperS
n, but

you'll each accomplish something
you’'ve wanted to do and also be
the one who helped bring a
positive experience into your
spouse’s life.

fault is forgive

dwelling on it separates

close friends. (NLT)

— As you accomplish more things
together, you'll also start associating each other with good
results. The goals might be a lot of work and they may be
difficult, but anything worthwhile usually is, right? Start out
by sitting down together and choosing goals. This should be
done together because it matches you up difficulty-wise, so
that one goal isn’t a long-term project while the other only
takes a few hours, and you will learn more about each other
as you go. This is good stuff too - like the things your spouse
wants to experience, along with their hopes, fears, and
dreams. Go further and keep at it until the list is done!




k 5. GO TO A CHICK FLICK:

“Where we love s

home, home that

our feet may leave, but

not our hearts "

-- Oliver Wendel| Holmes
It’s simple...take her to the latest

girls movie she really wants to
see. Rule of thumb...if it
explodes, bleeds, takes place in space or is in 3-D....you got
the wrong movie.

6. A NIGHT AT THE OPERA:

Go see a show in Dallas. Whether it
is the ballet, the symphony, a
Broadway play or musical...find
one and take her there. Simply
search online for things like:
Dallas Summer Musicals, Texas
Ballet Theater, Bass Hall, Fort
Worth Symphony and Music
Hall in Dallas. Tip...Don’t wear
jeans and a T-shirt!

7. PICNIC IN THE PARK:

basket and sheet or blanket. Fix some food (preferably
something that doesn’t have to be cold) and drinks and take
her to a scenic part of a park. A spot overlooking water is
even better. Plan ahead and scout out a spot prior to your|*
date!
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8.  ISLES OF FUN:

Pick out a recipe that you want to try. Make a shopping list
and take her to Central Market or Whole Foods in Dallas. At
Central Market they let you sample everything in the
store! Walk around and shopping, sampling, and smelling
the flowers. You can even pick out some food made by their

chefs and eat it at the store! Yes...
\ {Cor. 1513 they have a salad and soup bar
mer fails....And
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i Take her ice skating. It doesn’t

— matter if you don’t know how or if she
doesn’t....learn together. You may even take a lesson. Re-
member...falling down and looking silly...gets a lot of
brownie points!

10. BREAKFAST IN BED:

On a day she doesn’t have to go to work cook her a
breakfast. Eggs, toast, fruit, juice, milk will be fine. For the
more daring...make her some gourmet pancakes or

waffles. Tip...include a flower in a vase! Afterwards...
draw her a bath and let her start|
the day off in total pampering. Whenloveisnot

Madness, jt is not love, "

-Pedro Calderon de la
Barca
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1 John 3:18

Dear children, let

us not love with words

\ 11. SHOP TILL YOU DROP: | or tongue but with
\\ actions and in truth.
)

Take her to her favorite mall or for a
change take her to a mall she has (N1 5

never been to. Let her go window

shoppini. Have fun and remember...don’t sit and look




